Meeting Minutes 5-7-2009

Start Time: 1:00pm    End Time: 2:35pm

Present: Hodhaifa, Saba, Saadia, Suhaib, Reema, Houda, Osama, Majed, Farhan L.,. Marzia, Hamzah L.
Absent: Rami
1. Opening Duaa: Hodhaifa
2. Ice Breaker

a. Tell us one thing about yourself that no one else knows

b. When’s your birthday

3. GLC – Great Lakes Council

a. Group made of old MSAs in Michigan and the Ohio region

b. They want to do their annual picnic with us – we would co-sponsor with them.

i. Decide if we want them to co-sponsor financially or with planning- always have a back-up plan.

4. Retreat with Farhan

5. Ideas for brotherhood/sisterhood

a. Zoo trip

b. Horse-back riding

c. Annual picnic- in July

d. Race for the Cure- deadline to register is May 9th
6. Training for eboard positions- Make sure you’ve had your one-on-one with Farhan

7. Emails – should be set up tonight. Eboard will be emailed out with directions on how to set it up.
8. Ideas

a. Education – 1 event every month (at most 2) with a different topic, try to co-sponsor as many of the events as possible with departments along with other student orgs.
i. September: Spiritual, interfaith event with Jewish, Christian, and Muslim speakers

ii. October: Political event, use Unity to advertise
iii. November: Racial identity, the struggles a Muslim person deals with

iv. December: Shura events

v. February: Try to bring in Malcolm X’s daughter

vi. March: Muslims in Media

vii. April: Human Rights event

b. Brotherhood/sisterhood – 1 social,  1 community service event a month

i. BBQ/picnic- have it somewhere in Dearborn. Turn it into a sports tournament?
ii. Decide if we want to have Iftaars for summer.

c. Finance

i. Need to raise funds for Iftaars

9. Director of Advertising & Marketing Interviews

a. Marzia Chaudhry

i. Didn’t think she’d be able to handle it all, realized she could and wanted to become PR for MSA.

ii. PR director for Volunteer Dearborn and elected as senator for SG- shouldn’t affect the amount of time available for MSA.

iii. Reason for rejecting nomination- she was getting too involved with other organizations, didn’t think she’d be able to give enough time to MSA but dropped out of a few things. Higher course load in the summer, lighter schedule in the fall.

iv. If forced to, she would drop SG or Volunteer Dearborn over MSA

v. She can use her position in SG to benefit MSA and bring up our issues and concerns in SG meetings.

vi. Ways to get more people involved- promotional tables with familiar faces, member profiles in newsletters, banners over campus, t-shirt, web blogs, etc.

vii. Best way to advertise- timing is essential, you must start advertising early on. Talking to them personally, emailing professors, having catchy banners.

viii. Used to do brochures in high school.

ix. Advertise at least a month in advance- facebook isn’t effective since people disregard those events.
x. Works well under pressure; she’s had experience making flyers with a close deadline.

xi. Takes criticism well- Kill them with kindness motto when attacked.

b. Hamzah Latif
i. Has been performing most of the duties of DAM for a while now. Is also PR for Amnesty International.

ii. Is involved with other organizations, but has been able to time manage to give everyone a good amount of time.

iii. Word of mouth advertising doesn’t always work. There should be more emphasis on reaching out to people personally. He has done so in the past.

iv. Has past experience with artwork, has been dealing with objective criticism with it since he’s been doing it. 

v. Believes that flyers are the first impression people have of our events. Flyers must look good, must be approved by eboard before we can post them everywhere.

vi. Advertising-time wise: depends on the event. Big events will be advertised a month of 2 in advance. Smaller events, a week or 2 in advance.
vii. The one event he chaired for MSA this year was the basketball tournament: he approached people personally and made sure deadlines were met and work was taken care of.

viii. For Unity in Diversity advertising- didn’t have a campus wide impact. It’s important to make sure it’s recognized even though it’s not an event held on campus.

ix. New ways to advertise events- traditional ways only speak to a specific demographic, hounding people, texts, or any kind of personal one-on-one contact.
10. Voting

a. DAM – Hamzah Latif

b. Ex-Officio – Majed Afana

c. Advisor – Farhan Latif

11. Register for Race for the Cure!

12. Closing Duaa - Osama
