Meeting Minutes May 7, 2008
Muslim Students’ Association

Start:  6:05pm  End:  8:00pm
Present:  Abrar, Sabrina, Anton, Usama K., Osama A, Hodhaifa, Zeshahn, Marwa

Absent:  Majed(excused), Owais(excused)

I. MSA Etiquette

a. No cell phones, side conversations, or speaking out of turn during meetings

b. For the time being, no laptops

c. Please respect fellow MSA members and eboarders

d. When it comes to relationships between genders , keep everything professional; no inappropriate mixing

e. Emailing

i. ALWAYS CC Majed (and temporarily Abrar) when sending any emails regarding MSA so there is always someone ‘in the loop’

ii. ONLY the president will act as spokesperson for MSA, DO NOT respond to emails that are sent to the main eboard/general body list

iii. NEW POLICY: If an eboarder sends an email asking for an opinion/vote, you MUST respond within 24 hours

II. G-Next Dinner Recap
a. Publicity/Turnout

i. Headcount: 125; Goal: 150
ii. Publicize to other MSAs more effectively next time (Ann Arbor said they didn’t receive anything)

iii. Plan around other events occurring the same day/weekend in other communities that would draw people away from our event

iv. Flyers/handbills shouldn’t be long rectangles…people thought they were tickets

v. On-campus events seem to have a negative vibe; try doing it elsewhere if possible

vi. Try to draw more parents/families

b. Program

i. Speaker

1. Connected well with the audience, but was kind of long

2. Make sure they’re not speaking in the area in the few weeks prior to our event

3. Call and make sure they leave on time so program is not delayed because of them

ii. Entertainment

1. Previously booked entertainment backed out the day before, causing the last-minute comedians

2. Have a backup plan in case this happens again! Have some eboarders prepare a plan B…just in case

3. Perhaps pay students who want to perform as an incentive not to back out, and to give quality entertainment

4. Next year: try a progress video/slideshow with pictures from various events throughout the year ( if people are in them, they might have another reason to come
iii. Food

1. Dinner from Amani’s, dessert from Shatila( both were enjoyed by the general population of attendees

2. Make sure we have a planned contact/destination/method of delivery for leftover food BEFORE the dinner

III. Freshman Orientation/Recruitment
a. Try something different to draw incoming students and potential members during orientation/promo tables

i. CUPCAKES! (
ii. Usual candy, poster board, etc

iii. Give away old MSA shirts for signing up as a member!

b. T-shirt contest

i. Usama will create a design for shirts/sweatshirts

ii. Contest? $100 cash prize?

c. Orientation dates—everyone must sign up for a date (unless you’ve spoken to Abrar); all dates are 3:00-4:30

i. Thursday, May 29th: Usama

ii. Tuesday, June 3rd:

iii. Tuesday, June 10th:

iv. Thursday, June 12th: Marwa

v. Tuesday, June 17th:

vi. Thursday, June 19th: Marwa

vii. Tuesday, June 24th: Sabrina

viii. Wednesday, June 25th:

ix. Wednesday, July 9th: 

x. Thursday, July 10th:

xi. Thursday, July 24th:

xii. Tuesday, August 12th:

d. Send a congratulatory letter to incoming Muslim freshmen/transfers informing them about MSA and encouraging them to join

i. Sabrina: talk to Farhan about getting a list of incoming students

IV. Sisterhood/Brotherhood

a. Mentoring social-specifically to allow new members to feel comfortable to ask questions about classes, student life, etc

b. Have a sign-in sheet at all events/socials; attendees should become a member to get in!
V. Summer Picnic

a. Saturday, July 12th at Ford Field
b. Why: because people always say they want more summer activities, and a lot of people are free during the summer, AND people look forward to it

c. Collaborate with other MSAs/groups: Ann Arbor, Wayne State, HFCC, TMA ( keep it student-oriented

i. Cosponsors would contribute money ($150-200) and publicize on their respective campuses

ii. Only major cost is food
d. Try doing it on a bigger scale, like a carnival-type event?

i. Sell food, candy, etc

ii. Save this for welcome week in the fall

e. Anton: Start drafting a flyer!

VI. Community Service/Socials

a. Community Service

i. MRDI Walk-A-Thon: May 10th (this Saturday) ( email MSA list encouraging members to attend, because they’ve sponsored us in the past

ii. Race for the Cure: May 31st
1. Sabrina: talk to Amal about setting up a team (how many, registration fees, etc)

2. Need enough people who will do it in order to make it happen

iii. Masjid clean-ups, soup kitchen in Detroit
b. Socials

i. June- Cedar Point? Collaborate with UMD, they go every year (talk to Randy/Amy)

ii. July- Picnic

iii. August- Zoo trip? 

c. BRAINSTORM IDEAS AND CREATE A ROUGH PLAN FOR THE SUMMER/FALL

VII. Education

a. Marwa: plan for fall semester

b. Co-sponsorship is always wanted/needed for these events, but we end up doing it last minute…make sure you plan WAY ahead!

c. Summer events? Probably not.

VIII. Outreach

a. Usama: start contacting khateebs for summer/fall for dates that haven’t been arranged yet

IX. IT/DAM

a. Anton: go through pictures and delete the unnecessary ones (blurry, pointless, etc)

b. Use flash so that people can’t abuse the pictures that are posted by making it so that a slideshow plays once but cannot be stopped

c. Keep calendar updated and easy to access on homepage

X. Criticisms of MSA & what we need to be doing

a. Constitution changes: new one has been created, needs to be posted on the website ASAP (Osama)

b. Unwelcoming, looks down on others, too cliquey:

i. Find a common ground with people and build on it; can’t just approach them when you want something regarding MSA, has to be a real relationship

ii. Say salaam to everyone, it’s sunnah! Smile, it’s charity (
iii. Get involved with other clubs and organizations instead of just the usual 
iv. Project Dawah: introduce yourself to Muslims AND non-Muslims everyday

c. Too conservative/liberal:

i. Keep in mind that you’ll never be able to satisfy both extremes; Islam is the middle ground in all cases and we should not lose that focus

ii. Watch out for potentially inappropriate gender-mixing

d. Organize iftars well; they attract a lot of people!! Ramadan is the first month of fall semester this year, it’s PERFECT for recruitment

XI. Meetings

a. Summer meetings will be every Wednesday 6-8 in the UC, open to anyone

b. Send any agenda items to Majed/Abrar beforehand so we know exactly how much we need to go over

c. Our ultimate goal is to increase Islamic awareness not only among non-Muslims, but also among ourselves

i. Make brief opening remarks after the dua about intentions and remind everyone about the goals and why we’re really here

ii. Present a ayat/hadith every week ( Usama: next meeting
