Meeting Minutes 2-4-2009
Start Time: 6:35pm    End Time:  8:13pm
Present: Majed, Abrar, Hamzah, Sabrina, Saadia, Saba, Iffa, Hodhaifa, Anton, Suhaib, Farhan (6:45)
Absent:

1. Opening Duaa: Suhaib

2. Professor wanted a message to be passed along:

a. The school is working with a group called The Iraqi Student Project. They are bringing a young Iraqi man here to study.

b. There will be a spaghetti dinner to fundraise for this.

c. February 13th, Tickets are $7

d. Purpose of project is to educate young Iraqis and send them back to Iraq at the end of their education. Student will be Ali Malek.

3. Unity in Diversity Proposal mentioned by Abrar Founas
a. How do we pass this along to next year’s e-board?

i. This is an event that is planned every year so it gets passed along. If the committee is willing to take part and start planning, it will follow through until the end of the event. 

b. Not enough e-boarders to take an official vote. Abrar will email a proposal to the e-board and take an e-vote. 
4.  Training with Farhan Latif

a. Answer these questions in one word:

i. One word description of self

ii. Something you like a lot

iii. Something you dislike

iv. Greatest interest in life

v. Favorite social activity

vi. Something you hope for

vii. Greatest fear in life

viii. What motivates you

ix. Something you love

x. Something you hate

xi. Favorite event

xii. Why is that your favorite event

b. We share same universal beliefs with most other people.

c. Relevant Topics to our generation:

i. Home life vs. School/Social life

1. Issues of dual identity because of 1st or 2nd generation.

ii. Balance

1. Shifting identities with different groups and trying not to have a “schizophrenic” personality. Trying to find the right mix of both and finding a balance of everything important. 

iii. Drawing the lines of integration with the greater community.

1. Joining fraternities/sororities.  Trying to fall into the lines of haram actions such as drinking, etc.
iv. Hardships for converts

1. Balancing learning about Islam and trying to educate one’s own family about their newfound religion. Reaching out and educating others. 

v. Dearborn life

1. People are afraid to leave that comfortable “bubble”. 

2. The changing realities about being a minority and a majority.

3. Resources aren’t easy to get a hold of when you leave.

vi. Losing individuality

1. This is a result of your appearance.

2. Ex: when wearing a hijab often people aren’t really “seen” vs. being seen as an individual rather than a sex object.

vii. Self Ijtihad vs. Structured learning

1. Taking in Islam personally as opposed to just taking what is learned. 

viii. Explaining faith on a personal level

ix. Expectations

1. Actions expected by families, friends, and others
x. Dealing with the Perception of the self

1. Fitting the stereotype
2. Personality vs. people’s perceptions
5. MSA Film Festival Update

a. Other MSA involvement:

i. Ann Arbor, Wayne state, UT, Washtenaw, Michigan State

ii. All the contracts have been mailed to them

b. Business Deadline:

i. February 28th
ii. 30 seconds is the time limit

c. Prizes

i. Abrar will have them outlined by Saturday

d. Budget

i. Owais will have to update the budget in detail

e. Flyers

i. Hamzah passed it around

ii. Will add contact info and email it out

6. Ski Trip

a. Tickets are printed

b. Deadline is Monday, the 16th
c. Price is $46

7. Islamic Relief dinner is Friday, please try to attend

8. Closing Duaa:  Hodhaifa

