Meeting minutes May 22nd, 2007
Muslim Students’ Association
Start:4:08pm      End: 6:04
Present: Majed, Adnan, Mohammad, Shan, Nabila, Amal, Abrar, Suhaib (4:35), Farhan (4:30)

I. Opening Dua’h- by Adnan Ahmed.
II. Community service recap/ Socials 

Pro+/ cons - for The Walk2Gether:

+ 12 people came total.

-more e-board members should have come- only 4 out of 8 showed up.

-did not raise enough money
-need to talk about why MSA is going to each Community Service before hand
III. Deciding on next community service:

Options: 
-race $ cure – voted for this one

-masjid clean-up

-home repair for the elderly
Next Community Service= Race 4 the Cure

· Sunday, June 16th
· Register online- $25

· We will meet at school at 7:30am and try to leave by 8-8:15am

IV. Cedar Point?

-Contact Randy(SAO) to see when the school is going-maybe go with them?

-Rent a bus to make it easier on the gas and the driving-if we can get lots of people(~50).

V. PICNIC

Park: Ford field park (need deposit to book it for us) place open till 10pm

Time: noon- 6pm (eboard members must be there by 10am)
Date: July 21st
Ideas to improve: need more fun, interactive activities (especially for the sisters).

VI. Orientation:

Email MSA members to help during orientation

Have race 4 cure flyers as well as picnic flyers to pass out to new members.
VII. MSA website:

· Add pictures from the Walk2gether (done during meeting by Shan), and G-NEXT.

· Mohammad is almost on a roll with how to work the site except for uploading photos and videos (shan will help).

VIII. Finance:

-The Pledges are done-sent the letters out.

-Discuss the idea of asking masjid for donations? 

No- because they are on loans, they have to pay for themselves

Yes- it is a form of Zakat and they pay for other activities and we are asking members to pay not as a masjid.

-Go through small businesses and get them involved with us. 

- reach out to old members try to get them involved and donating for MSA. Giving back to MSA.

- build a network within MSA to help make members keep donating and being active.

Last comments:

Suhaib- needs to make his emails more personalized.

Muhammad- 
- The headlines are very effective-make them catchy to the eye.

-pay pall account on the site does not work-needs to be activated.

- Any emails sent from the contact us section of the website should be responded by the president and he should CC: the response to the eboard.
IX. Farhan Latif Tips
PEW study. PEW is a study organization. Recently it finished a study about Muslims Americans. Most of the positive results were not shown as much as the bad ones/ they are not bad results but negative to the Community.
The media sometimes does not give the right information. For example, there are 7.8 million Muslims in the USA but it says there is only 2.5 million.

Go to www.pewsearch.org to get more info.

A Network

Networking is going to be an important part of our work and planning.
Get in touch with Islamic relief, MFS, CARE, ADC, ACCESS, LIFE, United Way, ISNA (go there and build a network)

Post Event:

-Always do the pro/cons.

-Give constructive criticism: the one that give how to improve not just a comment.
For example: pro and cons for Walk2gether
Pro: have fun, raised money; see Detroit good side, Diversity, non-MSA members attend.

Con: 4/8 e-board only showed up, not enough people, set up table next time also give things out to people, also did not raise enough money
Documentation
-Type the post event discussion and save it. Documentation is very important in planning. -Before planning for any event we should look at past documents.

-We should create a folder with at least 2-4 pictures form each event we did and with a explanatory statement under it. We can use it for the Award nomination and to help for upcoming years.

Public relation
-People know what MSA does and what it is about when we use public relation effectively. It is the outside image of MSA

- For example, press announcements. We should do that for most of our events.

Volunteers:

· Ask people Ahead of time 3-4 weeks before event.

· Use the Skill/task match chart to match each volunteer to the appropriate task. For example:
Shan- skill is to serve – so ask him to serve food at Walk2gether.

Nabila- skill is to teach- so ask her to teach about Islam to others who have questions during Walk2gether

Suhaib- skill is design so ask him to design a flyer for that event

Majed- skill is to organize and lead- so ask him to organize the event is responsible for everyone doing their work.

Finance: a brief explanation

 -For every event the finance chair should create a chart of the event finance and expenses, so that we can monitor how much money we will use, spend, and raise.

-Raise money at every event.

-Send letters to parents to donate money.

Registration:
· When inviting people, take their whole information if possible as the members registers.

· Call them or email them to ask them to invite their friends and family.

· Email them again as reminder before event.

· Phone call to thank them for coming and or to tell them they were missed.

· Keep contact with new members and volunteers even after event. Send them picture of the event and updates.

· Make a registration page on the MSA website so we can monitor how many members sign in, and how many of them checked emails and how often. So we will know what interest out members and how to improve.

Last comments

· About cedar point social: The date is unknown. Was planned on June 28th but finals go up to June 29th. School starts July 2nd so no enough time.

·  Next meeting: Monday may 28th at 9 am to discuss Unity in Diversity. Zeshahn will be present (.

X.  Closing Dua’h- Suhaib

By: Amal Hassan
