Meeting Minutes June 3rd, 2007

Executive Board Phone Conference Meeting
Start: 11:00pm - End: 11:45pm

Present: Suhaib Al-Hanooti, Shan Ali Siddiqi, Amal Hassan, Majed Afana, Nabila Ikram, Abrar Founas, Adnan Ahmad, Ramy Shabana, Zeshaan Humayun, Farhan Latif
Not present: Muhammad Al-Saadi
Opening Dua- Shan Ali Siddiqi

I. Recap of situation
a. Farhan sent emails back and forth about issue of footbath (Wudu) station
b. People who wrote emailed UM-Administrations, and Board of Regents, pressuring the school regarding this issue

c. If MSA, does not take action, we may lose opportunity of footbath (Wudu) station

d. Farhan has talked with specific administration regarding this issue

e. Feedback: 

i. Suhaib- Not do anything about this, they (“bloggers”) have time on their hands and should let CAIR and various other groups deal with this situation
ii. Shan- regarding the comments on “blogs” and newspaper, worse possible situation is to do a rebuttal regarding this issue

· Instead of fighting the negatives, reinforce the ideas why we want to have a footbath (Wudu) station

· Not going help to continue fighting

· Lot of the “blogs” that were read attacked the reflection room, the stereotype classifies the reflection room as a “Muslim” only room

iii. Amal

· Agrees with Shan, and MSA should not retaliate
iv. Majed

· Defending the statement that MSA needs to release to local news stations

v. Nabila

· Find out all the facts regarding this, make a rebuttal through information

vi. Abrar

· Uncertain to the amount of damage these people have done, have a press conference if this escalates further

vii. Adnan

· Should not retaliate, and make a rebuttal if this issue escalates further
viii. Ramy

· From reading the blogs, they (“bloggers”) relate the issue of separation of church and state to the footbath (Wudu) station
· As Muslims, we shouldn’t be rising up against this and control our emotions
ix. Zeshaan

· We should get the campus community to have the campus support our decision
· Get MSA members to write letters to administration

II. Evaluating the situation 

a. See who is being affected

i. The primary people that are being effected are the administration, the administration have received multiple e-mails

· Somebody created their own separate “blog” against the footbath stations (Letters will be shared at the meeting)

ii. We (E-Board/MSA) should have some type of response regarding this issue
iii. MSA needs to send letters to administration

iv. Everybody apart of the E-board should write letters regarding this, three to four lines giving back feedback and compliment the administration of their control of the situation

v. We need to create a long document talking about the installation of the footbath (Ramy will work on the draft, will bring it in Wednesday morning-6/6/2007)

vi. Need a volunteer to research Jewish accommodations on campus (Adnan will research this- Tuesday 6/5/2007)
vii. Important to have a response now

viii. Talk to CAIR, ADC

· Farhan talked with CAIR representative Dawud Walid

ix. Look over the fact sheet Terry Gallagher made

· No tax dollars were being used towards this

· Campus initiated this discussion regarding the footbaths

· When letters are drafted, we should send this out to all administration officials

x. MSA should try to reach out to those that oppose this 

· Primarily those who live in Dearborn, and reach out to them (daawah)
III. Closing comments
· Zeshaan- Do not respond to this issue if you are e-mailed personally 
· Ramy- Nothing

· Adnan- Comments were unrelated
· Abrar- None

· Nabila- None

· Majed- “What our response should be if we are individually emailed?”
a. Farhan’s response: Ask them to e-mail the President regarding this 
· Amal- None

· Shan- Keep remembering to be patient regarding this issue

· Suhaib- Give a heads up to VC, CAIR, ADC regarding this matter
Closing Dua- by Shan Ali Siddiqi




By: Adnan Ahmad
