Meeting Minutes June 12, 2007

Muslim Students’ Association

Start: 4:05pm       End: 6:02pm

Present: Muhammad, Adnan, Majed, Suhaib, Shan, Abrar, Amal, Nabila, Farhan (5:04).

I.  Opening Dua’h by Adnan

II. Unity in Diversity

-Phone conference will be held Thursday night to discuss the themes and to pick a specific one.

-Why did we propose specific themes?  What is our goal behind them?

Expanding the melting pot: 

· It shows how all our diverse backgrounds can still come together and be unified.

· Maybe change it to embracing the melting pot: it might show we embrace this unity as well.

Leaving Footprints

-It provides the sense that we are leaving behind a path for future generations to follow. 

-Youth make our future so we should share our knowledge

-Leaving impressions behind; to make a difference in our community.

-Our feet look different in color, and size, but they all leave the same mark. We all leave footprints.

Phone conference to discuss themes will be Thursday, June 14th after 9:30 or 10.

Speakers

· think of speakers

· ideas: Ingrid Mattson, Mr. Jackson, Zaid Shaker, Woman behind Legacy of the Prophet movie?

· contact Jewish and Christian speaker from our communities.

· Topic to speak of: uniting our community

III. Finance

-ideas of how to raise money.

-Ask masjids for donations. Each member go to Juma’h and try to raise money for MSA.

-Pledges: nothing new.  Abrar, call them, or email them.  Try to get the payments in ASAP.

IV. Orientation and new members

-Orientation letter- Adnan try to finish them as soon as possible.

-Send emails to welcome all the new members personally.

V. Outreach

· no IAW in the fall, maybe in the winter.

· Has more ideas to do for the fall

· Dawah ideas as well as events. 

          *discussion panel, hijab-athon, Sunah-athon, kufi-athon, etc.

VI. Education

-Summer classes- youth groups

-Working on confirmations for speakers during the fall.

V. Socials

Discussing First social:

· Ice-cream social.

· Thursday September 7th.(First week of School?)

Second social

-October 18th : Who wants to be a millionaire or Jeopardy.

-Cedar point is confirmed with the SAO. It is on August 1st. Transportation is not yet confirmed. (Either busses or vans.)


-If MSA wants to go, we could make it easier and go with the school

VI. Community Service

-Race 4 cure

-38 sign up on facebook. 8 people registered and replied for sure with out counting the e-board. REST of e-board please REGISTER ASAP please.  It ends in less than 2 days!!!

-Contact Muhammad for their contact info.

- Habitat 4 Humanity- August 25th.  Only 10-12 spots are open.  It is with the SAO office. What does everyone think about the idea?  Time and number of people?

-Everyone said the time is fine because it is after finals, not during finals.  In addition, they said the number is ok because it is August, not a lot of people will come and most people will be on vacation.

VII. PICNIC

-Al-saad meat- Suhiab will check on prices for food

-Food for 150 people: burgers, chicken, and hotdogs.

Activities

-Soccer

-Firsbee

-Football

-Volleyball

-Dodge ball

-Balloon Toss

-Potato Sack race

-Ball/rock on teaspoon Race

-Tug-a-war

-Parashoot games

-Kick-ball

-Skip-it

-Simon says

Start at noon so people start arriving around 1 pm and it will stay till 6 pm.

Go over the sponsorship binders with Abrar.  Zeshahn still has to divide the sponsorship list between e-board as soon as possible. Abrar already sent the list to him

Feedback of folders: more pictures, organized, professional.

Farhan’s Advices

Unity in diversity

-It will be a free event.  Open to the public

-Goal:  Largest interfaith event.  It is a huge event but not diverse enough yet.  More non-Muslims are needed.

Ideas behind U in D

-interfaith works when we have a free event with religious and cultural learning tools to learn about each other.  If we are isolated, we never learn anything.

-themes and speakers are picked to achieve a certain goal and meaning to it.

-it is the grand identity of MSA Dearborn.

-It should be a membership boost for MSA.

-Should raise enough money through sponsorships so that no money gets used from the MSA account.

-Main plan to have 200 Jews, 200 Christians, and 100 faculty. 

-Send cards to teachers, and invite them in person.

-use event to educate people about Islam especially after the foot-bath issue.

-plan event to collaborate with organizations and clubs on campus.  For example: SAO, SAB, student government, ASU, AASU.  Try to have more then 18 groups involved.

-why an Annual dinner? Not to recreate the event but to improve it and make it better and increase its quality by achieving the right people, right speakers, etc.

Sponsorships

· provide a case statement; has to be compelling(could include humor if it works well)

-    Two side relationship- both benefit.

1. a big community

2. exposure to everyone

3. It is an opportunity for them.  We should not beg.  It will be their loss.

4. discuss with them other businesses and their support to us

5. have their logo on more than 3000 flyers.

6. it will be on the website and have a promotion for them.

7. they can have their banner displayed on the day of the event(if they provide it).

8. Press coverage.

-the Pitch.

1. Everyone on the e-board should do it .

2. Speak with confidence and passion about the event and try to act and use our emotion to promote our event, and to help us raise as much money as possible.

3. Practice our pitch within the group.  Therefore, we can learn our mistakes.

-research our sponsors so we know how to connect to them and what interests them.

-stay persistent.  Keep following up and coming back to people. Never give up.  At one point, they will help.

-we are doing this for a good reason(ajar) so we should be passionate about it and do our best.

-ask sponsors to advertise within their community.

Follow-up after event.  Thank them formally but also thank them in a unique way to show our respect, thankfulness, and appreciation.

IX. Closing Dua’h by Suhaib

By: Amal Hassan

