Meeting Minutes January 7, 2008
Muslim Students Association

Start: 1:10pm    End:  2:40pm
Present:  Zeshahn, Majed, Suhaib, Feras, Mohammed, Shan, Adnan, Amal, Abrar, Nousseiba, Nabila, Sabrina, Aseel Midani, Osama Alkhatib, Arifa Afzal, Adel Mozip, Shafi, Marwa Al-sharkawy, Sarah Basha
I.  Opening Dua’h by Mohammed

II. Event Proposals

a. IT

i. Looking a possible new layouts of the website

1. Could be something to outsource if we want to do it

ii. Will try to make the website look cleaner and less cluttered

1. More brief, structured, and organized

iii. Suggestions

1. Add some sort of game on the website that might be related to Islam

b. DAM

i. Turn the pop-up on the website into a banner to post in the UC

ii. Will try to get a hold of professors to try and get them to provide an incentive to their students to attend.

iii. Write weekly events on classroom chalkboards

iv. For big monthly events, we should do phone call campaigns and mail out flyers.

v. Try to make the big banners more attractive-don’t make it look like a list of topics

vi. Make a survey asking people how they heard about the event

vii. Develop a committee that advertises not only on the main campus but ALSO in the fairlane center.

viii. MSA has a table on this Thursday for the Orgs fair from 11am-2pm in Kochoff hall

1. Table setup should be really colorful

2. We should hand out cards with MSA info on them and candy too!

a. Include weekly events

3. Majed will setup booth at 11am

4. Email Zeshahn your availability so we can schedule people to work the booth 

c. Finance

i. How can we get people to fulfill their pledges ASAP?

1. Add a section on the pledge card for Credit Cards

2. Google Checkout would be better to use than Paypal because they charge a smaller percentage.

ii. Can talk to CASL and Fairlane center to try and do bake sales there too!

iii. Can make sweatshirts, but people will have to pay ahead of time.

iv. Should sell shirts during MSA events, including GNext.

1. Try setting up a spot on the website to sell shirts too!

d. Outreach

i. Adel Mozip will be giving Khutbah this week

ii. Next week is Imam Mardini

iii. For Promo Day

1. Make a Dawah Wheel with questions on it, and if they get them right they get some sort of prize

iv. Also, try to make some video about MSA, Islam, and other Dawah stuff and hopefully get them playing on the TV’s

v. Trying to start some sort of Jummah committee to plan some post prayer activities

vi. Created  a new jummah banner

e. Education

i. January

1. January 16th 

a. TMA is hosting event on Ashoora

i. Historical and academic look at Ashoora
b. Education committee is skeptical about getting involved because of the differences, however, in the past we have cosponsored in the event.

c. Maybe just focus on Muharram during the halaqas rather than getting involved in TMA’s event

d. If we do the event, we have to present both sides of the topic because Sunnis and Shiites have different beliefs

i. Very broad in nature

ii. Maybe bring Sister Najah Bazzy because she can cover both sides.

e. If they want us to jump on their event and bring a Sunni speaker that makes us look like a Sunni organization which it is not, it is a Muslim Organization

ii. February(Black History Month)

1. Black Muslim History

a. Day one – Malcolm X movie($450 for rights to play)

b. Day two-Lecture about Black History

i. Maybe Malcolm X’s Daughter or Prof. Ahmad Rahman.

ii. Will focus on Malcolm X and other African American Muslims

c. Trying to contact other orgs and SAB to possibly co-sponsor

i. Chiefs, Alpha Phi Alpha, and talk to Cory or Randy

d. Look around for Documentaries about Black Muslims in America

iii. March(Women’s History Month)

1. Lecture on Women in Islam

a. Accomplishments and history of Women in Islam

i. Possible Speakers: Samira Ahmad, Dr. Ingrid Mattson
iv. Halaqa Proposals listed on MSA Calendar.

1. Try to change up the topics so that attendees don’t feel behind or left out.  

2. Can’t reserve rooms until the add/drop date

f. On Campus

i. Back to School Social on January 24th in kochoff B and C from 4:30-6pm

1. Introduction

a. Brothers
b. Electric Fence

c. Have to navigate through a series of ropes without touching the rope.

d. Tug-of-war

2. Sisters

a. Electric Fence

b. Check on Seated Volleyball with UC Admin.

3. Other Ideas

a. Taboo

b. Boulderdash

c. Uno

d. Arts and Crafts

e. Jewelry making

f. Mecca to Medina

g. Include more Islamic activities
4. Hand out cards asking people’s perspective on the event.

5. Food:  Pizza, Chips, and Pop (check to see if you can get it from outside)
6. Need to be more organized

ii. February 9th – ski trip

1. Still looking for prices

2. Check times and locations

3. February 24th
a. Senior Help Day (Community Service)

i. Maybe at Oakwood Hospital

ii. Around 12-3 on that Sunday

iii. Could also go to a senior home and help out with events

1. Could use that as a dawah opportunity

2. Explain Islam to the people

iv. March 8th – Joe Dumars Fieldhouse

1. $6 per game

2. From 2-6

3. They have ice skating, basketball, high ropes, laser tag, mini golf, and others

v. March 20th – MSA Film Festival

1. Try to keep the theme open, so that people aren’t forced into one genre.

2. Offer a $100 prize

3. Requirements

a. Max time of 10 minutes

b. Must be in DVD format

c. At least 2 MSA members in each film(excluding Eboard)

d. Keep it halal

e. Films will be due March 14th
vi. March 28th – Meals on the Street

1. Community Service

vii. April 27th – Final Social

1. Hot Air Balloon Rides

2. Find out capacity per balloon and price

III. Gnext

i. Keynote Speaker, Alumni Speaker, Fundraiser, dinner, and Entertainment

ii. Theme:  Embracing the Past, Defining the Future

iii. Suhaib will be contacting speakers

iv. Feras will be looking for the Fundraiser

v. For food, look for prices around $5 per person for the full meal

1. Salad, rice, meat, chicken, and vegetarian

2. Suggestion:  Sultan’s Restaurant (ask Shady)

3. Amal will be taking care of this

vi. Entertainment ideas

1. Can make our own 

2. Try and get Baba Ali to make a video just for our dinner

a. Have the video comical but pushing parents and attendees to help donate money. 

b. Mohammed will be working on figuring this out

3. Possibly show the winner of film fest.

vii. If you know any businesses that would sponsor in return for their advertisement let Abrar know.

1. Personally call and invite people from the community who are more likely to donate

IV. Closing Dua’h by Mohammed

