Meeting Minutes #25: September 30, 2004
Start time: 4:06 pm






End time: 5:48 pm

Eboard Members Present: 

Farhan (late), Patrick, Ibrahim, Amal K, Tanzi, Sofi, Sumayya, Maher

Taskforces Members Present:

Oussama, Emann A, Zahra, Razi, Nadia, Muhi (absent-excused)

Members Present:

Ramy, Hammad, Misbah, Rasha, AmalB, Eman Alhaider, Ahmad Moussawi, Lena H, Adnan, Zeshahn, Lena D, Noha, Ala, Huda, Bilal D, Ambreen, Seah.

1.) The minutes from the last meeting were approved unanimously by the eboard.  Correction to be made for the Shifaa Foundation class: 10 am – 12 pm.

2.) Farhan welcomed everyone, and encouraged all to provide input during the organizational planning meeting.

3.) Eboard members provided their updates and were assigned new tasks:

Patrick: Jummu’a email has gone out.  Dr. Ayman Sirajodeen is confirmed.  Announcements for CAIR will be made after.  Jumm’a will be in Room 1225 in the UC.  

Misbah will speak next Friday.  Waiting on confirmations from Perves Ahmad and Dr. Ramzi for the coming weeks. No more food during Jummu’a.

It has been brought to the attention of the Education head that evening times are more convenient for students to attend events.  The educational curriculum will be revised soon.

Ibrahim:  The membership forms will now be the ones posted on the website.  They are the most updated. Flyers for the Unity in Diversity Dinner will be turned in Friday night.  5000 flyers + 15 posters will be made.  

Ibrahim( Email membership form to the eboard.  Work on missing fields on website.  Work on the Ramadan iftar flyers. Give AmalK all info regarding sending MP3 Player.

AmalK( Bring a copy of the budget spreadsheet next week.  Contact Noel. Ask Karen if the UC can be open at 10 am on Sundays.

Tanzi: Reserved the UC board.  Will work on it on Sunday.  

Tanzi(Put up JP board half an hour before. Get permission to change boards in the Science Building.  Work on volunteer badges for the dinner.  

Maher( Send emails with Tanzi about the dinner.

Sofi: Dinner sponsors have been contacted.  Most of the money is in.  Still to collect $3000 from the following sponsors:

HFCC $1200

Bing $500

NCCJ $500

(They will be sponsoring the play; thus one of their representatives will speak onstage for 15 minutes.)

Global Telecom $250

Arab American Chamber of Commerce $500

Pluralism Project $250

Basha Diagnostics $250

Funds are still pending from Renee.  If confirmed, Mervyns and Target will give $2000.  Organizations who have not confirmed on time will be informed that they will not be on the flyer. Few clubs have responded to the dinner email.     

Working on dinner pledges.  $5000 from 8-9 people is left to collect.  Sofi to transfer pledges over to Hanaa?

Sofi( Send emails to UMD departments requesting sponsorship. 

4.) Shifaa Weekend Course: Sofi has spoken to the Shifaa Foundation regarding the class.  They are working on accommodating Omar Mahmood’s schedule.  Time may be changed to 12 pm-2 pm because of building hours.  Sofi( Update next week is required.  Confirm the duration of the course.

5.) An On-campus discussion was held: 

Sumayya listed out the following options for Tuesday’s social event:

-play the Hamza Yusuf DVD  

-play the 20/20 interview with Yusuf Islam

-play the comedy DVD from ISNA

-host Geoparty on the UC stage

MSA Social Breakdown

1. Program

· Time: 3:30 – 6:30

· Place: University Center Stage
Date: Tuesday, October 5, 2004

· Program Outline:

· 3:30 – 4:00: General Set-up – snacks table, seating arrangements, putting up signs, information table, etc.

· 4:00 – 4:15: Arrival of guests

· 4:15 – 4:45: Jeopardy

· 4:45 – 5:15: Break and prayer

· 5:15 – 6:00: Jeopardy

· 6:00 – 6:30: Clean Up

2. Target Audience

· Students at the University of Michigan-Dearborn

3. Target Goal: 40 people

4. Food

· Chex Mix or chips

5. Advertising

· E-mails prior to event

· Postcard fliers on the day of event

· Fliers posted on boards prior to event

6. Budget breakdown: $20 for snacks

7. Volunteers

· Greeters

· Contestants

· Host of Jeopardy

· Host of event

· Set up

· Clean up

8. Materials

· Small plates

· Ice bowls to put chips in 

· Event sheets

· Registration forms

· Pens

· Awards (Starbucks cards)

· Candy for the losers

It was decided that the program will consist only of Geoparty.

Back-up plan: Play the comedy DVD.

Next week’s social: Bowling

Sumayya and Maher will coordinate.

-Sumayya has been attending the Global Fest meetings.  Global Fest will be more structured this year.  Date of event: October 12.   Presentations by various orgs will be ongoing.  MSA is to host Henna Extravaganza and Calligraphy.  MSA will get involved in all “regions” to break down the stereotype that all Muslims are Arabs.  Suggestion: Powerpoint presentation showing diversity in Islam/hijab?  Subcommittee meetings on Friday mornings will be held to plan for MSA’s involvement in the Global Fest.  

-Maher updated members about the previous community service event, held Saturday, September 25 at the Muslim Center for the Detroit Mission. Eleven members (5 sisters and 6 brothers) volunteered!

Maher(Find out if they will need more help in the future. Give Emann factoids about event and pics.

-The next community service event will be on Saturday, October 23. Many volunteers will be needed. Make sure pictures are taken.  

Hani & Nora( Email clubs about co-sponsoring the community service event.  

-The Food Drive was a success, alhamdullilah.  The amount collected was in the total of $2632.50.  Each organization will receive $1316.25.  RiverLand Market has kindly agreed to pack the supplies.  Sumayya will finalize with the lady on Monday.  Zahra submitted an article to the Michigan Journal.  

Sumayya( Contact volunteers from the Food Drive to help out at the next community service event.  Make flyers for the event.  

Nadia( Check on the quantity of boxes.  

Confirm all final food drive stuff  by Tuesday.

6.) The taskforces provided their updates:

-Writers Taskforce

The goal of the Writers Taskforce is to ensure that all MSA events on campus are covered in the Michigan Journal.  Members are also encouraged to submit articles about various issues to the MJ.  If anyone is interested in writing, please contact Emann Alleban @ eallebban@hotmail.com. Emann will also send an email to the list. 

Ramadan Iftars Task Force

Oussama has given all information to Ibrahim to post on the website.  Four iftars are confirmed.  Many people have agreed to sponsor iftars, but would rather wait until Ramadan to pay.  

Sumayya suggested that mosques be emailed about UMD’s iftars, as many people are willing to donate.  Supplies may be stored in cabinet #13.  

Oussama( Speak to AmalB.  Pick up form from  GFS.

AmalK( Write check to Oussama.  Provide the tax exempt id number.

The eboard approved the Ramadan iftar costs totaling $391.  

-Political Action Task Force

Zahra has been busy with the Moore event.  There were more than 1400 attendees.  Congratulations to Zahra on a job well-done.

Amal B and Hanaa made copies of the Tareq Ramadan petition letters to pass out to UMD faculty.  Many professors are asking what sort of action will be taken after the University Statement is signed.  Jordan from the MSA-National PATF has responded that all signatures/forms will be submitted to the State Department. The University statement will be printed on UMD’s official letterhead, and Tareq Ramadan’s statement will be attached.  Zahra is working on getting the signatures of the Deans and the Chancellor.  Student Government is currently working on passing a resolution about his case in the senate.    

Zahra( Send the petition email to the UMD list.  Ask Kris to send to the ‘everybody’ list.  A   

-Muslim Accomodations Task Force

Aramark has gotten a tour at HFCC.  Some difficulties will be encountered at UMD due to smaller facilities.  Ed and Bruce from HFCC will visit UMD.  Katy’s last day is Friday.  Nancy will take over.  NYU will be in contact with Nancy.  The surveys with Dr. Baker have been completed.  They will be posted on the MSA-UMD website.  Hard copies will be passed out also.  Still working on the Reflection Room at the Fairlane Training Center.  Dr. Baker needs an aproximate number of Muslim students who attend classes in the FTC.  Will use the MSA membership database. 

Amal K( Send information to Nadia.

Nadia( Give a thank you card to Katy.  Call Haaris.  

-9/11 Taskforce

The event planning, speaker lineup, and advertising occurred successfully.  Unfortunately, classes were not confirmed, because speakers were unsure of their attendance.  There exists the potential to perform even better next time.  The Clash of Civilazations lecture may be offered later during the semester because professors would like to offer it as extra credit for their students.  Good job done overall.

Upcoming events:

CAIR Town Hall Meeting/Candidate Forum

Sunday, October 10.

11:00 am – 3:30 pm 
People must come in numbers.  CAIR needs volunteers on the day of the event.  Contact Misbah if interested: mmshahid@umd.umich.edu
Americans for Informed Democracy

VideoConference Dialogue Series
University of Michigan-Dearborn with Al Akhawayn University in Morocco

Tuesday, October 12

9:00 am 

Mardigian Library

Patrick will be speaking.  Looking for one more volunteer.

If interested, contact Razi @ rjafri@umd.umich.edu.

The meeting ended with Dua’.

-Submitted by Amal Killawi.
