Meeting Minutes #21: August 27, 2004

Start time: 2:39 pm






End time: 6:00 pm

Members Present: 

Farhan, Patrick, Maher, Ibrahim, Oussama, Amal, Sofi, Zahra, Leena H, Nadia, Amal B. 

Members Absent:

Hanaa (excused), Tanzi (excused), Sumayya (excused)

1.) The eboard approved the minutes unanimously.

2.) The eboard voted for using the hadith book for mini-iftar lectures during Ramadan.  

3.) Updates were provided for all members.

-Farhan met with Dr. Baker again.  Amal K and Nadia will be working closely with her.  -Farhan also met with HFCC’s MSA president, Saif, and discussed the iftars and Unity in Diversity Dinner.  Ahmad will be working with Sofi on dinner sponsorships.

-More MSA Taskfroces will be voted on in the future.  They include:

Membership Taskforce (Saba and Muhi)

Jumm’ah Taskforce

Community Service Taskforce (Hani and Nora)

9/11 Taskforce (Razi)  

*It is highly suggested that members who will be going to ISNA, attend the taskforce meetings/workshops held there.

-The constitution is still being worked on.  

-The promotional newsletter is being worked on also.

-Patrick is working on confirming speakers for the events.  He will need assistance.

-Room reservations are confirmed for all events.  

-The next Michigan Regional Council meeting will be Saturday, September 25.

-Event sheet:

Amal will finish the final draft of the event sheet.  Patrick will work on the graphical layout.  Ibrahim will put up on the website.

Tasks:

Amal( Send Nadia survey results. Check with Karen about rooms for the first 9/11 lecture, and the Eid Celebration.  Send Ibrahim the minutes to be put up on the website.   

Ibrahim( Confirm with your brother about taraweeh.  Send email to the whole list to confirm membership.  Finalize MSA email lists.  

Sumayya( Finalize details for Welcome Week and Orientation.  Will there by any other MSA event held during that week?

4.) The Unity in Diversity Dinner was discussed for the remainder of the meeting. 

Two major points were discussed:

· Dinner Theme/Objectives:
Humanity

Religious backgrounds

Cultural diversity 

Fasting in religion

Children of Abraham

Peace and Justice

Main Objectives: Landmark event in Dearborn.  Free iftars for all.  Involve campus community with the organization.  

Should the focus be on Muslims or non-Muslims?  Cultural diversity within Muslim community vs. Religious diversity within general community?

Objectives should be clear.  Marketing could be the same or different.  

It was decided that the theme would remain the same as last year’s.  The dinner theme will revolve around fasting/altruism, but will also have an interfaith touch by exploring this practice in other religions.  

· Logistics:

Suggested schedule:

6:36 Iftar time

Athan

6:45 Prayer

7:00 Food 

Tentative program:

5 mins President

5 mins Chancellor Little

10 mins Sponsors

5 mins Quran & Translation

5 mins HFCC speaker

786 for entertainment?

Tentative speakers:
Bro. Vincent from Capuchin Soup Kitchen

Sr. Najah

Rabbi Conrad

Father Buttry

Financial Breakdown:
2000 Room

5000 Food or 4250 ($5/plate X 850 people)

500 Décor

200 Speakers

300 786 Grou[p

600 Miscellanious

500 Advertising

800 Cutlery

= $9900

850 people/10 seats = 85 tables

Food:

Hummus

Fatoush

Rice w/ meat

Chicken Strips

Dessert

Catering vs. Buffet

Catering options were explored.  Outside catering was too expensive.  It was suggested that members could serve the food.  

Catering

Expensive 

Organized

Labor intensive

Buffet

Cheaper

Unorganized

Slower

Un-labor intensive

After working out a student catering plan, members realized that it would be more labor intensive, and would require the same amount of time as hosting a buffet dinner.  It was decided to keep the buffet.   
TBD: 

-8 sponsor booths

-salah in another room

-stage setup

-6 food stations

( Check out:

-building layout

-seating charts

-prayer room/area and rental costs

-ground research, ie kitchen layout
-Submitted by Amal Killawi









