Meeting Minutes 3: April 6, 2004

Start time: 5:05 







End time: 6:50

1. Dua

2. Shura Check

Present:

President-Farhan

VP-Amal K

IT-Ibrahim

On-Campus Bros-Maher

On-Campus Sistas-Sumayya

DAM-Tanzi

Fundraising-Sofie

Educational Outreach-Hanaa

Education-late-Patrick

Lena H

Hammad

3. Minutes 

a. Meeting March 30

b. Bylaws

c. Teleconference April 3

All have been received.  Members, please read over bylaws and make any suggestions, if you have.  Bylaws will benefit those who come into the organization after us.

4. History, why study it? 

We are leading an organization.  Why should we study the history of the organization?

IK: We should study the history of our organization and that of others to learn from the positive aspects and the negative aspects of their doings.  It’s a learning process; we learn from their experiences.

MA: To know what we’re getting ourselves into.

FL: It’s extremely important to understand the dynamics of how things work.

5. Cultural Muslims / Secular Muslims

Farhan asks members to give examples of cultural practices that carry over into Islam…

IK: Many MiddleEasterners believe bread is a sacred food, NOT to be thrown away.  Sometimes also rice.  Ironically, other types of food are disposed of.

Sofie: Dress.  

FL: Ex-Do you get more ajr if you wear a kurta to the masjid?

MA: One cultural practice is praying only jum’ah prayer, and/or Eid prayer.  

FL: or fasting in Ramadan, while not doing anything else.

Unfortunately, the majority of Muslims fall into this category.  Remember this when working within the organization and/when planning events. 

6. Budget Reality/ Misconception

Currently, MSA has $14000 in its account. This includes the $2000 that have been carried over from last year.  There is the misconception that MSA is loaded with $30000, and will be bling blinging forever.  Realistically however, only $4000 have been collected from the pledges made.  It is unfortunate that many people get caught up in the moment during the dinner , but later on refuse to keep their promises and produce the donation. 

7. Organizational Requirement Updates/ AK Updates

IK: should have credit card by end of this week.  Office supplies have been chosen.  Will be purchased soon.  Will be delivered by the end of next week or the week after.  

AK: spoke to Kris regarding storage.  Will not be able to set a filing cabinet near the cubicle because extra furniture is not allowed.  Will be able to use two of the white storage cabinets.  May or may not be able to place an extra cabinet in the storage room.  Dinner stuff stored there right now must be moved.  Amal K and Lena H will be cleaning the cubicle Thursday at 1 pm.  Feel free to come and help!  

Ibrahim mentioned that many things remain dispersed at members’ homes.  Lena H should contact them.  Ibrahim has: paperwork, pop, utensils, MP3 player, megaphone, and “a few smaller things.”

8. Funding MMYC

Decision made that MSA, as an organization, will not fund the MMYC Youth Day.  However, members are free to help out as individuals.  Funding MMYC is a worthy cause but it does not fall under MSA’s primary or even secondary objectives as an organization.  MSA is willing to assist in planning and organizational support.

9. Funding Oakland MSA Debt

OU MSA is in debt after holding their dinner.  They need $700.  Have not made an official request, rather it was done through personal contact by secondhand person.  Should MSA-UMD donate money?  

IK: Ask questions about OU’s finances.  Where did their money go?

HS: Not one of our objectives.  Same reason as MMYC.

FL: Why weren’t there any basic business skills when planning the event?  It’s common-sense to not hold an event when the right resources aren’t available.  

Final Decision: MSA can help out as individuals, but not as an org.  Do not want to give the impression that MSA-UMD is a bank.  Money donated during dinner is an amanah, and thus MSA-UMD cannot begin handing it out to various orgs in need.  Solution?  OU MSA members should call up a few uncles in community and ask for help.

10. Helping Shifa (Primary/Secondary/Tertiary)

Was not discussed….

11. Next meeting- Thursday/ Utilization of resources/event planning/Event sheet

All suggestions will be categorized.  The next step would be to decide which events/activities can take place and which can’t.

14. Upcoming events:

· Islam in America Conference – Wayne State (Wed and Thursday)-RSVP

· SG Student Organization Dinner – Saturday 10th April UC 6.30-9. RSVP 

· Club Org Award 14th April 3-5 MSA WON THE AWARD!!!!

· Central Zone April 9-11th 

Meeting ended with Duaa.

-Submitted by Amal Killawi.

