MSA UMD Conference Call #2:

3 APR 04

Meeting Minutes:
[9:00 p.m. conference call begins]

1. Role Call:

a. Members Present

i. Farhan Latif: President

ii. Ibrahim Kadiri: IT

iii. Maher Afana: On Campus

iv. Sofi Begg: Budget

v. Sumayya Khatib: On Campus

vi. Amal Killawi: Vice President

vii. Tanzi Shafi: Public Relations

viii. Hanaa Soltan: Educational Outreach

ix. Patrick Cates: Education

2. MSA UMD Brainstorming Meeting Evaluation:

a. Member comments:

i. Patrick Cates: good variety of people; active, passive, new

ii. Ibrahim Kadiri: good meeting overall

iii. Maher Afana: out of the box ideas, cool, potential to use a lot of the input

iv. Sofi Begg: good, new people, informal nature was positive change, open atmosphere

v. Sumayya Khatib: liked it, need to find innovative ways to get people to come to other meetings as well

vi. Amal Killawi: absent from meeting, feedback indicates that the lounge meeting area was a good move

vii. Tanzi Shafi: more people will come if the lounge area is utilized again

viii. Hanaa Soltan: cool

ix. Farhan Latif: went well, new people, good numbers, everything will require more thought to get better recruitment numbers

-remains a challenge to balance work with fun

-food/brownies are a good idea for next Thur.’s meeting

-Donuts, coffee, etc. on a weekly basis would be a good idea

-Ibrahim Kadiri will type out minutes from brainstorming meeting by late Sunday (4/4/04)

-Farhan Latif will send minutes out to general list after completion

-Picture taking, documentation of the event is good, should continue for all events in the future

3. Minutes from Last Meeting (Tues.):

a. Not in MS Word due to technical difficulty

b. Ibrahim Kadiri will assist Amal Killawi in correcting technical issues

c. Everyone should keep a file cataloguing the minutes, other documents for MSA UMD

4. Shifa Foundation Proposal from Tues.’s meeting:

a. Farhan Latif leads discussion:

i. Razi Jafri presented proposal for Shifa Foundation seminar, for some it was first exposure to the idea, for others it was not

ii. For those with previous knowledge of the proposed seminar, problems could be seen to exist

iii. The proposal was more for the “old” shura than the “new” shura

iv. Ibrahim Kadiri had a meeting with Razi Jafri and Misbah Shahid on Thur. after the brainstorming meeting:

-Shifa Foundation will most likely have the event on the UMD campus

-MSA will not be cosponsoring the event

-Any assistance from UMD MSA will be individual or informal

-Any costs incurred by Shifa Foundation will be as per UMD policy for other non-profit organizations that contract space/venues

v. If the proposal was relevant to the in-coming shura, it would have been discussed, however the call was most relevant to the out-going shura

vi. Sofi Begg: requested more detail on the situation

vii. Farhan Latif’s response:

-planning of conferences should occur months in advance

-e-board consultation is a must, from the beginning to the end

-Razi Jafri took on sole responsibility for networking with the Shifa Foundation, contact, consultation, planning, etc.

-Razi Jafri did not provide the e-board with information on the event until late in the project development stage

-Key points to consider from this experience:

1. The in-coming shura is in a training stage

2. Fall & Winter planning are the next task to be addressed, not events for the Winter of ’04

3. Ambiguity surrounding the official transfer of power needs to come into focus with a detailed time-line of when the new shura gains official responsibility

4. Such an event is beyond the in-coming shura’s scope at this time, issues surrounding responsibility are too unclear

5. If co-sponsorship is on a 50/50 basis, then input from the MSA UMD’s side needs to be throughout the process, and on an official (e-board) basis, not individual

viii. Farhan Latif requests Ibrahim Kadiri to give details from the meeting

ix. Ibrahim Kadiri’s comments:

-there was miscommunication between Razi Jafri & Misbah Shahid

-Misbah Shahid though MSA had given approval

-Idea was not presented to old shura until the meeting before the elections—old shura requested more details at that time

-details requested before elections not given until meeting at which proposal was handed out (last Tues.)

x. Farhan Latif: concerned about how Razi Jafri used the MSA name to contract out projects before official approval

xi. Misbah Shahid was himself perturbed by the manner in which Razi Jafri conducted negotiations with the Shifa Foundation

xii. Patrick Cates: asked for clarification from Ibrahim Kadiri regarding MSA involvement in the seminar

xiii. Ibrahim Kadiri: MSA has no official involvement in the seminar, even if it is held at UMD

xiv. Farhan Latif: two lessons from this experience

1. when co-sponsorship or collaboration with other organizations is involved in a project, the entire executive board needs to be aware of the details of the planning, agreement, and project from A-Z

2. Term responsibility needs greater clarity: when the in-coming shura finishes their term next year, no projects, planning, financial transactions or events should be outstanding and carryover into the official term of the newly elected shura

5. MSA Office Storage:

a. Amal Killawi: Meet with Kris Day, discuss list

-add a cabinet near cubicle?

-get white cabinet access?

-bigger/extra storage space?

-in the room currently storing items, could we add our own cabinet/shelves?

6. MSA Regional:

a. Next meeting will be May 22nd (Saturday) at  UMD

b. MSA Central Zone:

i. Conference for 2005 (next year) will prospectively be in Dearborn area, weekend of the 25-27th of March

ii. Details of CZ conf.:

-2.5 days

-conceptually a ‘mini-ISNA’, planned and executed by a state/area council (past 2 years Chicago/Illinois council have headed up the project)

-attendees stay in hotels for the duration

-MI Council attempted to plan a proposal for the current year, but due to time issues they did not

-Usual schedule is 10am-10pm Sat., half day Fri./Sun. 


-large lectures, breakout sessions, etc.

-if proposal is accepted (high likelihood) it will be the 1st time that the CZ conf. will be held in Michigan

7. Tafseer-al-Qur’an at UMD:

(Farhan Latif provides details)

a. for the past 3 years Dr. Muneer Fareed has been giving a monthly Tafseer-al-Qur’an lecture on the UMD campus

b. originally started just before 9-11

c. program has excellent content, very though provoking

d. Patrick Cates details Dr. Fareed’s bio:

-South African origins

-Study in Saudi Arabia; degree in Arabic literature, Classical Islamic Sciences

-Continued studies in Dar-al Uloom Seminary in Deoband, India


-concentrations in Usul-al-Fiqh, Seerah, Ulum-al-Qur’an

-Ph.D. from Univ. of Michigan-Ann Arbor in Islamic Studies mid-1990’s

-Formerly Imam at the IAGD mosque in Rochester, MI

-Founding member and core faculty of the American Learning Institute for Muslims (ALIM)

-Currently Assoc. Prof. of Islamic Studies at WSU’s dept. of Near East Studies

-Research interests include legal reform, women and Islam, 

e. Proposal to begin a class in the Fall as part of the Education curriculum:

· 10 weeks

· 2 hrs. per session, 1 session per week

· 30 students register for course

· similar to courses available at WSU

· Proposal of Interest was presented to Dr. Fareed this past Friday, Patrick Cates will provide e-board members with the proposal

· Event would line-up with some ideas from the brainstorming session

· Honorarium/Cost would be covered by registration fee

· Class format would benefit students more than weekly halaqa without continuity

(Requested format of proposal delivery)
-Kadiri: email

-Afana: paper copy

-Begg: email

-Khatib: email

-Killawi: paper copy

-Shafi: both

-Soltan: email

-Cates: complete

-Latif: complete

8. Current Initiatives in Progress:

a. Farhan Latif: for past 6-8 months negotiations have been progressing to have Sh. Hamza Yusuf visit UMD

-efforts have been in-process since Oct. ’03

-follow-up proposal sent after the Gen. Next dinner

-2005: Sh. Yusuf has an opening weekend of March 26th

-excellent opportunity


-can speak at Central Zone and UMD fundraising dinner

-Farhan Latif/Patrick Cates will rework past proposals to 

submit for 2005

b. Final negotiations/Go-No-Go will be determined as an e-board, however pre-planning and researching potential speakers/events should be in-progress at the individual level

9. April 10th (Saturday) SG Inauguration Dinner:

a. Ibrahim Kadiri to send email to get old-shura input

b. Dinner is free, unless confirmed seat is not used (organization will be billed $20 per unused ticket)

c. New shura members:

-Kadiri: undetermined

-Afana: no

-Begg: undetermined

-Khatib: no

-Killawi: no

-Cates: yes/work

-Shafi: yes

-Soltan: no

10. General Comments:

a. Farhan Latif:

-currently conducting meetings to establish organizational structure

-doesn’t want to be the only one speaking in future meetings

-working and interactive meetings are coming up when event planning, proposals, and discussions will be the primary focus

-understands that he can sound authoritative during a meeting, this is influenced by past experiences—details are available upon request

-for next years newly elected shura, would like to see a more structured and smooth transition of experience, details, ideas from old to new e-board members

b. Patrick Cates:

-in the near future anticipates a much more active role for each respective committee chair to lead discussion, present ideas, and contribute to the content of the meetings

11. Meeting Wrap-Up:

a. Soltan: n/a (Farhan concerned about her silence)

b. Shafi: unclear over currently made flyers (what is her responsibility?)

-future flyers will be made after events are planned; Ibrahim Kadiri will assist Tanzi Shafi with mastering Adobe software for flyer production

c. Killawi: organizational information needs to be clarified, covered in detail

-Farhan Latif: this will be covered during next week’s meetings

d. Khatib: n/a (Farhan requests that Khatib/Afana formulate ideas for making Thur. meetings more inclusive and interactive for non-e-board MSA members)

e. Begg: (Cates couldn’t make out comments on phone)

f. Afana: requested time-line for when event planning will be starting

-Farhan Latif: after Kadiri compiles brainstorming minutes


-Thur. meeting will categorize ideas from brainstorming session, 

weed-out the potential from the impossible

g. Cates: reminded Kadiri about brainstorming minutes, reminder about WSU conf. on Wed/Thur of next week—see www.ISPU.us, or WSU Near East Studies website for details, will send out conf. call minutes promptly

h. Kadiri: commended Latif on his current efforts and early success, commented on the good job everyone is doing

i. Latif: considers current group the best team of organizers—all have initiative, experience and enthusiasm, without current MSA e-board he would not have taken on the SG Presidential role

[Saturday conference calls will be shorter in the future, but will continue on a weekly basis]

Jazak’Allah Khayr

[10:18 p.m. Conference call ended]
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