Meeting Minutes #31: November 18, 2004
Start time: 4:10 pm






End time: 5:27 pm

Eboard Members Present: 

Farhan, Patrick, Ibrahim, Sumayya, Maher, Amal, Sofi, Tanzi (absent)

Taskforces Members Present:

Nadia
Members Present:

Razi, Hammad, AmalB, Lena H.

1.) Global Fest Evaluation

Outside Display:


-well-organized


-good feedback from many 


-many students lined up for henna and calligraphy


-Zonaira and Khaled given checks.


-Transfer from SG done to MSA school account.


Next time:

-Need more people to apply henna

-Sign saying “henna application is limited to arms and hands”

-Small flyers should be passed out before the event.

Inside Presentation:


-Nadia spoke well.


-Powerpoint was eye-catching.


-People enjoyed the food.


Next time:



-Ensure attendees are listening by setting up Global Fest differently.

2.) Ibrahim picked up two of the three MSA banners.  The third one should be completed during the next few days.  He will pay with the debit card.  The banners look very professional.  Members!  To store the banners, ROLL them!  

3.) Dr. Baker emailed the MSA list with the following email:

Hello, members of the MSA - first, I want to thank you for your generous response to the call for assistance for Mona, who needed someone to work with her on her SPSS assignments. Quite a few of you responded, and I am very thankful.

Second, I have another request for help to pass on to you. The Scott Correctional Facility is located on 5 mile in Plymouth. It houses female prisoners, and is the receiving center for all newly-committed women prisoners. Evidently there are a number of Muslim women prisoners at Scott, who are in need of Korans and assistance with prayers and religious duties. Prisoners are allowed to have religious practioners come to the prison to perform religious duties, and many other religions are represented there at Scott. However, the Muslim women do not have anyone to provide these services, nor do they have Korans.

Can you please ask your own religious leaders and mosques in your communities if they can help these women. If there are people who wish to provide spiritual guidance or give Korans to these women, please contact Lora Lempert, a professor here on campus who worked with imprisoned women. Her email address is llempert@umd.umich.edu, and her campus number is 593-5607.

Thank you so much for your assistance.
Suzanne

MSA can possibly supply qurans, and have the UMMAH project work on this.  Razi proposed an individual named Dr. Jouri Muhammad from Islamic Health Services.  AmalK( Follow up with Professor Lempert and contact Dr. Jouri.

4.) Hebba Aref emailed the eboard suggesting that MSA show a documentary called "Unconstitutional: the War on Our Civil Liberties." It focuses on post 9-11 trends and policies, including the USA PATRIOT ACT.  Farhan( Speak to ASU about the movie showing.

5.) Noora has set up another community service event for the semester.  Phil, Sumayya, and Noora will be meeting soon.

6.) Amal B and Leena H will be purchasing fruit baskets and thank you cards for the following:

-SAO staff

-Kathie Herr

-Karen Stone

-Nancy from Aramark

-Donaa McKinnely/ plaque?

7.) Kris emailed Farhan saying:

 At your earliest convenience next week, Kathy and I would like to talk with you regarding MSA's Iftars this year. We feel there was still some misunderstandings about the Iftars and the food that was brought into the University Center. It has been noted though that the MSA members have been completely helpful in resetting rooms and cleaning up the rooms following the dinners and we do appreciate that. Also, I continue to be concerned about the cleanliness of MSA's cubicle in the Student Organization Center, and of the storage room. I went into the storage room today to gather some supplies for Stephanie and noticed that MSA had used the SAO's chaffing stands without asking, as well as had many sterno cans open and leaking. There is also oil spilled on some electrical equipment and wet, moldy boxes. This obviously raise some serious safety issues for us, as well as issues of respect and care. I know MSA to be a responsible organization, especially under your leadership, so let's talk soon so we can resolve some of these issues. Please, enjoy your holiday, but let's talk next week. Thanks! Kris 

· Today, Ahmad, AmalB, AmalK, and Farhan cleared the SAO storage room from all MSA stuff.  All MSA belongings are now stored in the cabinets.

· The MSA eboard will have a meeting with her on Thursday, December 2 at 3 pm to resolve any present issues.

8.) There has been $2,212.29 left over from the iftar donations.  It was suggested that a separate account be established for MSA iftars.  TBD.

9.) Halal Food Update:

-Farhan was chef for the day at the UC Café.  He helped them make halal chicken stir fry and served it to a number of Muslim students.

-The Café’ has agreed to sell Halal burgers.  They will buy a small grill to cook them separately.  All halal food utensils have been labeled and color-coded blue.

-The Café’ desperately need more recipes.  The stir fry was a good idea, but very bland tasting.  Leo is higly receptive of any suggestions.  

-MSA must work on a halal food advertising campaign.  Flyers can be passed out to incoming freshmen at orientation.  

-The halal food surveys are almost complete.  MSA will sort them, and then arrange for a presentation meeting with Aramark to discuss future options.

-MSA could purchase halal food through Aramark at subsidized costs.

-Nadia is doing an excellent job! 

10.) Updates and Tasks:

Tanzi: SCRAPBOOK completed?

     Science board must be updated.

AmalK: Write-up of MSA activities due on Dec. 2nd.  Send updated budget sheet to Ibrahim.

Sofi: All UID sponsorship money has come in.  Waiting on the check from the Ford Performing Arts Center.  Working on Dinner Binder. 

Ibrahim: Dinner budget has been updated. The UID dinner cost MSA $11600.  MSA made $2000 off of it!  Still need to work on the time breakdown with Farhan.  

11.) ALIM Update

The ALIM contract has been finalized, just waiting on a time confirmation from Dr. Fareed.  No more than 45 students can attend.  The class is open to all, but priority is given to students.  Advertising will be done by MSA-UMD.  Registration will be taken care of by both ALIM and MSA-UMD.

12.) The MSA meeting time for Winter semester will be confirmed by next week.

13.) IT Update

Website Maintenance: Ibrahim has been speaking to a website designer in Chicago who can design the website for a flat fee of $500.  He will provide it in html format and the interface will be easy to update.  MSA would do updates.  

Membership: All members requesting to join MSA have been directed to the website.  They fill out the form online, and their information is added to a spreadsheet on the server and forwarded to the postmaster account.  Additionally, Ibrahim copies their information into an excel sheet, and then adds their email address to the UMD list.  

Transfer: Ibrahim is graduating in December.  What will happen to the IT position when he leaves?  Ideally, as one who has graduated, Ibrahim cannot be eligible for the IT position.  Realistically, he cannot just leave the position.  Ibrahim is eligible for the Ex-Officio position.  While he is Ex-Officio, he can train someone to be IT.  The new individual must be someone who will run for elections next year.  

Razi suggested a brother named Shariq.  Ibrahim will call and speak to him. 

Ibrahim( Email the list about the position. 

14.) Winter Semester

Three potential MSA-UMD events:

a.) Shifaa’ Conference on the Four Caliphs

MSA would co-sponsor and assist in coordination.

b.) Leadership Conference 

MSA would host.  Program would be a hybrid of academic and spiritual topics.  Misbah, Razi, Abdul-Aziz to be involved.

c.) Fundraising Dinner

AmalB is prepared to organize with new MSA members.

PossibleWinter Workload:

ALIM-Hammad and Patrick

Jumu’ah Speakers-Hanaa

Elections-AmalK

Education-Misbah, Razi, Farhan, Patrick

Conference-Sofi

The meeting ended with Dua’.

-Submitted by Amal Killawi.

