Meeting Minutes #26: October 7, 2004
Start time: 4:15 pm






End time: 6:30 pm

Eboard Members Present: 

Farhan, Patrick, Ibrahim, Amal K, Tanzi, Sofi, Sumayya, Maher

1.) Recently, a new club has formed on campus, called AIDS (Americans for Informed Democracy).  They will be hosting a videoconference event.  A Project Grant # (short-code) is required by UMD to use the equipment in the UMD library.  AIDS has not yet gained official status as a club on campus, and therefore does not have a short code.  Razi Jafri from AIDS is asking that MSA assist them by providing them with MSA’s short code to use.  The cost is $300.  The president of AIDS has written a letter to Farhan, assuring him that a check will be sent over to the MSA school account.  One member asked: What guarantees that the money will be received?  Answer: Money for food costs from the last AIDS event did get transferred.  

The eboard decided that Students United for Peace and Justice will provide their organization’s short code.  Three members of SUPJ voted for this solution.  One member abstained.  Resolution passed.

2.) The eboard evaluated the Geoparty event.  

Eboard members who were present at the event included: Patrick, Sumayya, Farhan, Tanzi, Maher, and Amal.

Positives:

-Many non-MSA members were present.

-Set-up went fine.

Negatives:

-There was some audio trouble.  

-More back-up questions were needed.

-The questions were difficult.

-Need to confirm more rounds.

-The audience wasn’t too attentive.  

-Members should have interacted much more with the students hanging out at the UC.

-Maher needed to project his voice and work on creatively engaging the audience.  He should have also practiced the questions. 

-MSA shirts/event-sheets/membership forms were not made available.

-Holding the event from 12-1:30 instead of 4-6 would have maximized attendance because the UC is busier then.

-Sumayya rated the event with a C+.
Amal K( Ask Emann to write a few lines about the event.

3.) Patrick updated the eboard about Jummu’ah. 

Patrick: Misbah is confirmed for Jumm’ah this Friday.  Perves for the next Friday, October 15, and Dr. Ramzi for October

From this point onwards, Hanaa will be responsible for confirming Jummu’ah speakers. Her responsibilities include:

Contacting Patrick 

Sending Jumm’ah guidelines to the speakers

Informing the eboard by Monday of the confirmed speaker for that week

Confirming speakers for the coming weeks

Thanking speakers 

Patrick must contact Hanaa on Fridays to gather details.

5.) Food Drive Business

Sumayya( Get money order from bank and send to the organizations.  Ask for receipts.

Nadia will pick up boxes today.

6.) The school requests an end of the semester report from each club/organization.  Amal K. will compile a professional report after each event.  Make digital file and hard copy.  Also, scan receipts and save in PDF format.  

Tanzi will work on the MSA scrapbook.  Add to the scrapbook, pictures, fliers, and Michigan Journal articles.  Also, scan all contents and save in PDF format on the MSA computer.

7.) The MP3 Player is due to arrive within 7-10 days.

8.) Mohammad Ali has registered MSA on the old server: www.msadearborn.org.  Ibrahim will email him (cc the eboard) and thank him and let him know that he will be reimbursed for the fee.  MSA-UMD’s website needs more space.  Another option that is available is: www.msadearborn.com.  

9.) Shifaa Course

To co-sponsor the course, at least one eboarder must be present.  The eboard unanimously approved co-sponsoring the course.  

Sofi( Request that the date be postponed until the next Sunday, October 17.  Advertising and room reservations will be completed by then.   

10.) Tazkiya proposal

Farah spoke to Amal K today and informed her that the halaqas will be difficult to coordinate during Ramadan.  She suggested waiting until the Winter semester.  Thus, it was decided that the proposal will be pending until the Winter semester.  The eboard voted for the submission of a new proposal for the Winter semester.  One member abstained.  

11.) Zahra is resigning as the Political Action Task Force because of time constraints and previous commitments.  The position is currently vacant.

12.) "Getting Out the Vote!" seminar with the League of Young Voters
Tuesday, October 19

The eboard voted unanimously to co-sponsor the event along with Student Government.  MSA will be responsible for providing refreshments.  Student Government will be reserving the room and confirming attendees.  

13.) Unity in Diversity Dinner

-The final cost of reserving the hall at the Henry Ford Performing Arts Center is $1000.

-Farhan metioned that the dinner flyer did not turn out quite as expected, due to a mistake at the print shop.  There are only 2 weeks and one day to advertise.  Therefore, it is useless to complain, rather, members must GET THE WORD OUT.

-The HFCC eboard will be present at the next MSA-UMD meeting to discuss dinner planning.  

-The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship have emailed Farhan, asking to be co-sponsors of the dinner.  They will be at the event serving food or ushering guests.

14.) Ramadan 

-A check of $400 was given to Oussama to purchase iftar supplies.  All receipts will be provided to AmalK.  In the future, checks will not be written out to individuals.

-Ramadan sponsors wil be taken care of by Farhan and Sofi.  Logistics will be transferred over to Sumayya.  Ibrahim is working on the flyers.  Deadline to complete: Friday, October 8th.  Fliers will be distributed on Monday.

15.) Taraweeh

Ibrahim spoke to Isa.  Isa has been receiving many requests from various masjids.  Masjid Muath bin Jabal is earnestly seeking him.  MSA-UMD would like to cater to the student body by providing Isha prayer and taraweeh.  Space may be a problem.  

Final decision: To get an estimate of the number of students that may attend at UMD, Ibrahim will lead the first three days of Ramadan.  If there is a good number of students, Isa will accept.  If there isn’t a good number, MSA-UMD will not host taraweeh.

 16.) Tasks were assigned:

Amal K( For the Thursday meeting, room set-up should be classroom style. 

Purchase the following from Office Max: box of paper, 3 black ink cartridges, 

3 color ink cartridges.  Also purchase Eid stamps.  

Patrick( Draft the legal letter for Aramark for the Ramadan iftars.

Confirm Saeed Khan for a seminar on responding to questions about Islam, especially about hijab, jihad, etc.  Major advertising needs to be done for this event.

Ibrahim(Website needs the dinner flyer on the front page, the sponsors, and the directions to the event.

-Submitted by Amal Killawi

