Meeting Minutes #28: October 28, 2004
Start time: 4:07 pm






End time: 6:30 pm

Eboard Members Present: 

Farhan, Patrick, Ibrahim, Tanzi, Sumayya, Maher, Amal & Sofi (tardy)

Taskforces Members Present:

Oussama, Nadia

Members Present:

Hammad, AmalB, Lena H

1.) Oussama provided an update about the Ramadan program/iftars:

Amount spent: $2172.75

Total credit: $5600

Money on hand: $3427.25

Farhan suggested that MSA make thank you cards for the donors.

All information (receipts, checks, etc) are in the Ramadan 2004 folder on the MSA computer.

· Oussama suggested that MSA spend more money on new/different food, since funding is more than enough.  Farhan advised that the cost difference be explored.  

The eboard discussed this possibility:

Three options:

Should MSA spend the donated money on better food?  

Should MSA seek permission from the donors to spend their donations on other expenses?  (MSA should take precauations of spending money that was specifically donated as zakah.)

Should MSA place a money cap on iftars?

The eboard agreed to limit the amount of money to be spent on iftars to $350.  Oussama disagrees because he says people would like different types of food.   He also believes that MSA won’t get good deals at other places and should spend 5-600 for different food. MSA should broaden horizons.  

Greenfield is giving MSA surprisingly high prices.  BishrMarket is providing good deals.

There are 8 more MSA iftars.  Catering from new restaurants is too big of a risk. 

Oussama will research a few restaurants.  The goal is to bench mark off Bishr.

People have suggested varieties.  Make evaluation forms for iftars.

· The Ramadan set-up/clean-up is going well, but more sisters are needed to help in the serving.  

· Room Change: Iftar today will be outside in the lounge area in the UC.

· With the Ramadan iftars, MSA is providing two services to students:

-free food

-place to pray

Unfortunately, people haven’t been feeling welcome.  All members should make an effort to meet people they don’t know.  Many people who don’t appear “Islamic” (especially sisters) are not feeling like they are part of the clic.  They have voiced this concern.  How can they feel welcome?

It was suggested that people should have specific jobs to meet new people and welcome them.  It is now a responsibility of all members.  Make an extra effort.  Providing free food is not enough.  When handing members a plate, talk to them and get to know them.

Seating should be in straight lines, instead of small circles.  Membership should increase during Ramadan.  Quality, not quantity is what matters.  The focus should be on the people that are distant from MSA, not the whinners who complain without providing constructive solutions.  

With every event, there are the mechanics/logistics vs the human spirit.  Treat the human spirit with kindness, and focus on that aspect of the event. 

Be friendly and expand the circle.  

2.) Community Service Events
The community service event was very successful.  There were 15-20 volunteers.  Volunteers even got the opportunity to visit a nearby church.   

Meet with Phil from IVCF to host a collaborative event, possibly Habitat for Humanity on November 20.  MSA and IVCF should have the same number of volunteering members. 

Sumayya( Check with Gabriel Richard Center.  Call Phil.  Get 4-5 line feedback from Noora.  

All volunteers should fill out membership forms.  

The next community service event is on November 20.  All community service events have been very successful so far.

3.) MATF Update
· A laminated sticker certificate, confirming authenticity of halal food, is now on display in Subway.  Al-Safa will be the halal food vendor.  

· November 15 will be the Grand Opening of Halal Food at the UC Café.  Halal food will be provided in the Grab and Go section.  Leo is purchasing new pans. There will also be a sautee station on November 15, along with a banner saying: “MSA and Aramark wish everyone a Happy Eid.”  Recipes must be sent to Leo by Tuesday.  As SG and MSA president, Farhan will be the celebrity chef to symbolize approval of the halal food. 

· Next week, Aramark will be putting out a survey on the UMD website.  

MSA will distribute the survey out to members and other Muslims on campus.

Ibrahim( Assist in green sticker printing.  Ibrahim will design the halal food signs but Aramark will pay for them.  

· Burgers will not be provided because of grill cleaning.

Two options:

Buy them a grill to use for Halal food. 

Make grilled burgers.  Don’t advertise.

Nadia( Find out if halal hot food can be served later in the future.

****Someone needs to meet with Leo and explain things to him.
4.) Michigan Regional Council Meeting
AmalK, Sumayya, Farhan, and Patrick will be present.  Hala will be leaving to Iraq next week.  Amal will head the meetings during her absence.  Regional Eboard should begin discussing who will be the chair in the future.  As MATF head, Nadia was asked to attend the Regional meeting.  

5.) Dinner Evaluation
Negatives

Ambassadors shouldn’t have been pressured into it.

Key lady who made so much noise about announcing her lost keys.

Man who spoke for the Democratic party.  The MSA dinner is not a political event

Farhan( Send a response letter.

Lack of seating

UMD faculty seated in the wrong area

More training for the volunteers needed

Tables #s?

Identify dignitaries beforehand.

Ticket count didn’t work. 

Sound system with the props should have been tested before.      

Lack of communication between volunteers.

Salah ushering unorganized-more ushers needed.

Microphones needed for salah.

Better napkins?!

Fruit tarts mess-up

Pictures did not develop well.

Button lady was trying to convince attendees to vote for Kerry.

Donations (MC Mention)

Sponsor weren’t present to receive their plaques.

Some people had a problem with the singing part of the play.

Positives

Security protected well. 

8 food stations served food efficiently.

Good amount of food.  No need to order more.

SAB?

Louis was a great help.

Campus Video-projection and recording

Turn-out was amazing! More than 1000 people.

Prayer arranging

Mug-Ishaa-Taraweeh

Pretty

Good turnout from the following communities:

AA, Flint, Canton, Dearborn, Detroit, YMA, West Bloomfield, Brownstown

Many non-Muslims and faculty attended.

Q Phi

Ice carvings were beautiful.

Speakers were eloquent.

Educational! A+

Play was a success.  Most people enjoyed it.

*Give Louis $100 and thank you card.

6.) IT Updates
IT=3 banners 

Server: all info for website

Domain names

msadearborn.org expired & renewed (Renewed by Mohammad Ali (estimated cost = $9.95)

msadearborn.net expire annually (bought)

Domain name

Current Server = Webhosting for life 50 MB

If we have another domain name, it would help.

Mohammed Ali has not responded.

MSA will take the appropriate action.

Try new 1000 MB CO. $7/8 a month (msadearborn.com). 1/2/5 yrs.

msadearborn.org = need to get back

msadearborn.org reroute to msadearborn.net

Having a different domain name won’t affect anything

1000 MB server $7.95/month

Maybe $20 set-up fee.

MW (Muslim of the Week)

Taking a Muslim brother and sister and writing up something about them.

Suggestion: Noora can do it.

7.) Updates and Task
Hanaa: Updates should go out on the same day of the week.

JP=Hammad Nov 5

Education= PNC and Hammad 

ALIM/Jummuah

Nov 20. Registration for ALIM, if not before.

Tanzi( Complete the scrapbook.  

It should include:

Eid Dinner

9/11

Food Drive

Fliers

Community Service Activities

Ramadan Iftar Pics

Unity in Diversity

Newspaper articles

Due by next Thursday, November 4.

8.) Global Fest 
November 16

11-2:30

Nadia will go on stage and explain why we wear hijab.  Patrick will be onstage also.

Henna

Same calligraphers from last time.

$200 from SG

Request same set-up and area as last years. 

Put up poster display, tea, Arabic seating.

Food: Greenfield Café-Hummus, Fatoush, Lamb/rice, Chicken strips

Bishr: Chicken

$500 appropriated for food (125 ppl full plate)

Half-portions will be served.  300 people will be served.

Sofi( Get powerpoint. (ISPN, CAIR, MPAC)

Purchase for the MSA.

Sumayya( Send out email to the list about display items.

9.) Eid Celebration
Sumayya and Farhan will meet after iftar to discuss details.  

10.) The Fiqh class with Omar Mahmood is still continuing.

It is held in Room 1227.  More advertising is needed.  4 people showed up last time.

Tanzi( Send out email.

11.) Winter Semester
No MSA planning as of yet.  Eboard’s schedules need to be confirmed ASAP.

Reminder: Conference call at 10:30 pm on Sunday, October 31st.

-Submitted by Amal Killawi

